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HUNDREDS came out to Goranson's Farm in Dresden on Saturday for a fund-raising pancake
breakfast to help the family replace a barn that burned this winter. The fire caused the loss of
many seed potatoes and other root vegetables. Throughout the morning, volunteers cooked and
served pancakes, home fries and sausage to the 400-plus well-wishers who stopped by. Rob
Johanson and his wife, Jan Goranson, also gave tours of the sugar house where maple 'syrup

was being made.
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At Gp(anson’s Farm in Dresden, reconstruction of the new Barn has begun. New supports
are rising past the burned timbers from the fire last January, in the effort to have the new
barn up by July in time to hold the summer hay and vegetables. Photo Peter Vickery
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N, of Goranson Farm in Dresden, looks
is under construction recently. The
ucture will replace one that burned in January.

and neighbors have helped Goranson and her hus-
funds to replace the burned barn

JAN GORANSO
toward the new barn that
new str
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-and its contents.
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Staff phato by Andy Molloy
ARVESTING MUSTARD GREENS at the Goranson Farm in Dresden are Renee Blais, left, and Dalziel Lewis as a new barn rises in
e background Wednesda

y. The barn is being built to replace the shed that stored the farm's winter share produce, which -
royed by fire Jan. 12. "It's going great, i 1 oh Wos Co

' farmer Rob Johanson said of the new building that should be the site of this winter”

ter's
Lmmunity-supported agriculture produce. More than $90,000 has been raised for the new barn, Johanson said, which will feature
frigeration and a greenhouse. \
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With the help of friends

Rob Johanson, co-owner of Goranson's Farm in Dresden,
walks up to the family's new barn that friends and neigh-
bors helped finance and build after fire destroyed the old

one last January.




Jan Goranson and Rob Jobanson
lose a barn, produce, seeds and

tools. But they re determined to
bounce back. from that setback.

BY BOE NALISH
Tierers Kevad Soall

DRESDEN

When their old potato barn

caught fire recently, Jan Gorun-
son and her husband, Rob
Johanson, were In Augusta
attending a state agricultural
exhibition. They were informed
Via cell phone that firefightors
Werv on the scene.

"Wr'lilc 1 was driving back,
k\nowmx it was burning,”
Goranson recalled, “I thought
lo myself, ‘Well, I'll bo able to
save the carrots, the cabbages.
0my mind it would be there
vhen 1 got back, "

But it wasn't

By the time she arrived back
ome, the barn had caved in;
¢ bullding and Its contents
ore a total loss.

soranson’s first reaction
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was one of panic. How would
she fulfill her obligation to the
110 members participating in
the Community Supported
Agriculture program who
expected their winter share of
vegetablesT

"Some of them really depend

on the food we offer,” Goranson
said. “So the winter foods were
all being kept in the old potato
barn and we still' had two more
deliveries, February and
Mazch, and it's all gone."”

But most of her winter sub-
scribers, when they heard
about the fire, called or ¢
mailed to let Goranson know
they would prefer that any com
pensation earmarked for them
be used instead to rebulld,

“It’s been incredible, the sup-
port we've received,” Goranson
said one sunny, cold day when a
recent snowstorm had buried
the remnants of the fire under
a white blanket that belled
tragedy. “One of our (cus:
tomers) offered us an interest-
free loan to rebuild. Another
customer offered old-fashioned
potato barrels for us.”

Still, it I8 difficult for the cou-

Please see RISING Page 2

JAN GORANSON and her husband,
Rob Johanson, last their potato bam

In & fire at their farm In Dresoden fast
month. But they're planning to rebuild
this spring and, with the help of their
friends and customers, return fully to
the Community Supported Agriculture
program they've had at the farm for

several years.
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_ Thanks to our crew!







